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Home P

In 1929, New York’s Mayor was James J. Walker,
the handsome, high-living former lyric writer (“Wiil
You Love Me in December as You Do in May?”).
“Beau James” seldom missed a Broadway opening
and during much of the decade, though married,
openly courted an attractive chorus girl, Betty
Compton. Under Mayor Walker's protective
guidance, Miss Compton rose from the ranks of the
chorus to play featured roles. Always willing to
apply Walker’s influence to make her wishes come
irue, she created many difficuities for Fifiy Miiiion
Frenchmen.

When the show reached New York, she was so
dissatisfied with her dressing room at the Lyric

wUSE

YALLE CoouRe D44t Ouersde o
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Theater that she complained to the Mayor, who
slapped building-code violations on the theater
and lifted them only when Miss Compton was
given the star’s dressing room, even though several
other performers had superior claims to the room.

Similarly, Miss Compton wanted to snare the best »
songs in the score. She made a determined effort to
wrest “You Do Something to Me” from the show’s
leading man, William Gaxton. When she failed,
she made life difficult for Porter, who was com-
peiied o write song after song for her in a valiant
effort to satisfy her. “Why Don’t We Try Staying
Home?" is perhaps the best of the many songs Miss
Compton refused to sing.
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